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Xerothermophilous Aptinothrips karnyi (Thysanoptera, Thripidae)
at Devinska Kobyla hill — the first record from Slovakia
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Relatively dry and warm steppelike formations situated
predominantly in 5 Slovakia have been providing suitable
ecological conditions for many xerothermophilons elements
since the Wilrm glacial period. Hence several Mediterrancan
and other south-originating species find the most northern
boundary of their distribution in such habitats, Devinska
Kobwla hill was established as a National Nature Reseryve
[NNR) particularly due to these reasons. Although APproK-
imately two thirds of the conservatory area are covered
by forest stands, especially the climazonal Galio sylvafici-
Carpinetum (MAGLOCKY, 19097), the open southern slopes
are inhabited by many xerothermophiles.

After the first period of research of thrips in the ter-
titory of Slovakia in the fisst hall of the 20" century,
thysanopterology has recently re-appeared as quite inten-
stve. FEDOR et al. (2004) published the first national check-
list of thrips including 151 species of three families (Ae-
clothripidae, Thripidae, Phlasothripidac), later even revised
by several first recovds (FEDoR, 2004, 2005a; SIERIA, 2003,
2004, 2003). The total number of species published in the
checklist can not be considered az ultimate, Several of them
ought to be recorded in the most southern parts of Slovakia
right within the contact with the Pannonian lowland,

There were only a few faunistic data on thrips from the
Devinska Kobyla hill throughont the history, including those
written by PELIKAN (1951, 1952). Recently, FEDOR (2005h)
analysed the fauna of thrips in the NNR and declared 44
species of three fumilies. DOBROVODSKA (1973) hinted at
A0 more species that may oceur in the complex of Devinska
Kobyla, however, her fannistic data with lacalization often
seemn confusing,

All specimens captured were identified using the key
by ZUR STRASSEN (2003). The thrips were preserved ac-
cording to common and standard methods (Lewis, 1973).
The material has been deposited in the anthor's collection.

Aptinothrips barngd John, 1927

Material examined: SW Slovakia, Malé Karpaty Mts, De-
vinska Kobyla NNR (48°08° N, 16°58" E), 12.VL2001, 1 ¢
as graminicole on Festuca sp; 3.VIL2001, 2 OO0 on Festuca
sp, all leg. and det. P, Fedor. First record from Slowakia
Distribution: W Palacarctic (ZUR STRASSEN, 2003), Sub-
mediterrancan (PELIKAN, 1995}

Remarks: Graminicolous species, particularly on Fesiuce
sppe, Brachypodiure spp. Specimens occur in particularly xoe-

rothermons habitats. In 8 Moravia it was recorded as rare
by PELIKAN (1995} in the Palava Bicsphere Reserve, The
species is supposed to occur in xerothermous habitats of S5
Slovakia.
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